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More reviews – see links below:

Plus61Jmedia
https://plus61j.net.au/culture-thought/greek-jewish-choral-performance-soars-above-nazi-darkness/


Syndesmos
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0wTqWjuaDxyMVYxagdSfK7tKEXNwqESR4EbrcP7gag6CXpGDNTT4Gdd3WDeWfVP4Ql&id=100042746695624

J-wire
https://www.jwire.com.au/united-voices-sing-of-love-in-the-holocaust/

Greek herald
https://greekherald.com.au/community/events/hellenic-and-jewish-choirs-amaze-with-joint-performance-of-the-ballad-of-mauthausen-in-sydney/
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LOVE IN THE HOLOCAULST

Greek and JeW|sh v0|ces unite
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LAST month Australia’s pre-
miere Greek and Jewish choirs,
the Australian Hellenic Choir
(AHC) and the Sydney Jewish
Choral Society (SJCS), united
their voices at the Sir John
Clancy Auditorium to perform
the Ballad of Mauthaunsen in
front of more than 750 people.

With lyrics by Greek poet
Takovos Kambanellis and music
by acclaimed Greek composer
Mikis Theodorakis, the song
recounts Kambanellis’ love
for a Jewish prisoner at the
Mauthausen Nazi slave camp
during the Holocaust.

Emcee Vic Alhadeff told the
stirring tale of Greek solidarity
with Jews at threat of depor-
tation and death during the
Holocaust.

The ballad was sung in Greek
by both choirs, with subtitles
in English. The choral arrange-
ment of this work, renowned as
one of the most beautiful pieces
of Holocaust music ever writ-

Sydney Jewish Choral Society and Australian Hellenic Choir with musical
director Leon Vitogiannis singing the Ballad of Mauthausen.

ten, was arranged and directed
by AHC musical director Leon
Vitogiannis.

The choirs also performed
songs from their repertoire, and
the concert concluded with an
encore of Giuseppe Verdi’s Slaves
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Chorus, sung in Italian,
ducted by SJCS musical director
Rose Grausman.

James Tsolakis, president of
AHC, and Anne Spira, chair of
the SJCS, collaborated to bring
this event to life.
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